
Black Trust in Covid-19 
Vaccine Efficacy



Covid-19 Vaccination

Issue: Lower vaccination rates in 
predominantly Black communities.

Explanation: Systemic racism has 
degraded institutional trust.
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Trust v. Reliance
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Budnik 2018, 222



Known Components of Institutional Trust

REPRESENTATION EFFICACY COLLECTIVELY 
BENEFICIAL PURPOSE

Miller and Hoffman 1998; Mangum 2012; Budnik 2018



Additional Component of Institutional Trust

ORIGIN/HISTORY



Government
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Identifying & Classifying Norms
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Kauppinen 2018



Epistemic Norms & Institutions

Institutional trust is an epistemic norm in so far as when conditions are not 
met, we decrease the overall amount of trust in the given institution.

Institutional trust is normative since our social interactions can determine 
the degree of our trust.



Black Trust in Public Health

Black Americans were 41.6% more hesitant of Covid-19 vaccines 
than their white counterparts (Khubchandan and Macias 2021).

Black mothers were less likely to give their sons the HPV 
vaccination (Evans and Gusmano 2021).

Black parents were, on average, more skeptical of psychiatric 
medication for their children (Schnittker 2003).



Black Public Health History

Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study

Post-slavery 
experimentation

Exclusion from 
clinical trials

CDC 2022; Savitt 1982
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Thank You!
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Any Questions?


